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Playwrights Guild of Canada honours
and acknowledges the territory upon

which our office resides, the traditional
land of the Wendat, the nations of the

Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Métis,
and the Anishinabek, including the

Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.
We recognize and respect all recorded

and unrecorded Nations who cared for
this land of Tkaronto, meaning “Where
the Trees Are Standing in Water.” PGC is

grateful for the opportunity to
protect and care for the stories of this
community, which is the home to many
indigenous people from across Turtle

Island.



2020 Tom Hendry Awards 
Comedy & Musical Award Night

Playwrights Guild of Canada 
Robin Sokoloski

“Why I Became A Playwright.”

(In order of appearance)

Jeff Pitcher, Beverley Cooper, Jamie Bradley, 
Arthur Holden, Norman Yeung, 
Paul Ledoux, Kelley Jo Burke

Opening Statements

Comedy Award Presenter

Kristen Da Silva

Comedy Award Jury

Jeff Pitcher
Rachel Peake
Brie Watson



Melanie’s son Benoit, age 8, has a pain that
won’t go away, so she takes him to the dentist.
Naturally, this results in an epic meltdown. You
see, with Benoit, nothing is ever simple. So of
course, the dentist discovers that Benoit has a

lot more than cavities inside his mouth… At
last, Melanie – with the help of a kindly

alcoholic receptionist, and a dentist who
prefers plants to people – must face the fact

that her son’s problems are much larger than a
simple toothache. Le Soulier is a bipolar

comedy, a hilarious and unsettling play in
which empathy triumphs over illness.

Short List of Nominees

David Paquet, Translation Leanna Brodie – 
"The Shoe"



Paul Van Dyck – "Siberian Summer"

Siberian Summer is a comedy about three retired
women and one of their sons on a journey of self-

discovery as they travel the Trans-Siberian Railway from
St. Petersburg to Beijing.The story follows Louise,

Beatrice, and Deborah, as they drink, laugh, and bicker
their way across a continent. Along for the ride is Peter,

Deborah’s apathetic son who’s waiting a little too
patiently for his life to begin. The cast of characters is

rounded off with Sonya, their formidable young Russian
tour guide who refuses to sugarcoat her controversial
country.As Louise deals with her drinking problem by

having another drink, Beatrice can’t get over the death of
her husband, who was apparently more boring alive than
dead. Meanwhile Deborah forces Peter to keep carrying
her baggage, figuratively and literarily, as Sonya seems
to carry the weight of a corrupt country on her shoulders.
But between the five of them, they discover that through
love and friendship life’s adventure is far from over, no

matter what your age.From Lenin’s Tomb to Lake Baikal,
from the Gobi Desert to The Great Wall of China,

Siberian Summer is part history lesson, part geography
lesson, and all life lesson.



Doc Hennessy is in trouble, deadly trouble. Tallahassee
Trigger, wanted outlaw and gunslinger, is coming for

him . Too tied down to the Town of Prospect where he is
mayor, sheriff and dentist, Doc's only option is to hire a
proxy gunfighter, William Pinkerton of the world famous
Pinkerton National Detective Agency: problem is he's
got no money. So, turning to his only family, his niece
Lacey, for the money- without her knowing- seems the
best plan… until Lacey catches him with the key to her
safety box. Angry and betrayed yet unable to leave him
in a lurch Lacey gives over. All they have to do now is
wait and hope Pinkerton arrives before Trigger does.
But when the unexpected surveyor and cartographer

Herschel Penkerten arrives first, feverish with an
abscessed tooth, amidst the panic and chaos a

misunderstanding takes place. Doc, Lacey, and Amos
the town drunk, take Penkerten for Pinkerton. Hypnosis,
love, death, gold, and finding out what you really stand
for, drive this fast paced high action western comedy

that careens ridiculously towards the inevitable
showdown with the infamous and deadly Tallahassee

Trigger .

Jamie Williams – "Pinkerton Comes To Prospect"



Dan School of Drama & Music, 
Queen's University 

Craig Walker

Special Announcement

Musical Award Presenter

Amiel Gladstone

Musical Award Jury

Daniel Maté
Deanna Choi

Farren Timoteo

Short List of Nominees



Inspired by true events from 1915 in New York, KELLY
v. KELLY reveals the story of a mother and daughter

divided by passion, money and what it means to be an
autonomous woman at a time of huge societal

change.Eugenia Kelly was an heiress in New York in
1915 who lived with her dominating single mother,

Helen. At age nineteen, Eugenia felt the lure of the new
tango craze sweeping New York City and began

sneaking out at night to attend tango clubs. There, she
became acquainted with liquor, cigarettes, and the
seductive tango dancer Al Davis.Helen Kelly was

apoplectic. Eugenia started coming home at three and
four in the morning on a nightly basis, showing no regard

for her social standing or for her own mother. Helen
begged her to stop but Eugenia wouldn’t listen. Finally,

after trying everything she could, Helen had her daughter
arrested on charges of incorrigibility and had her tried in
a court of law. The trial captivated and scandalized the
city.KELLY v. KELLY is about how hard it is for children
to imagine the emotional lives of their parents, the gulf

between childhood and adulthood and adolescence
ending before it has begun.

Sara Farb & Britta Johnson – "Kelly v. Kelly"



Before they must commit to the Amish faith
forever, nineteen-year-old twins Hannah and

Ruth leave the comfort of their sheltered
community to explore the outside world for the
first time. After finding themselves stranded in
one of Toronto’s roughest neighbourhoods, all

their plans go up in smoke and they end up
working at an illegal marijuana grow-op. Grow
is an outrageously fun, big-hearted musical,
that explores sisterhood, community, and the

legalization of a once-forbidden weed.

Matt Murray, Colleen Dauncey & Akiva Romer-
Segal – "Grow: A New Musical"



Keaton and The Whale is a whimsically irreverent
musical with a freewheeling, original score based on

the real life 52-hertz whale, also known as The
Loneliest Whale In The World because he sings at 52-

hertz, a frequency no other whale in the world can
hear. The Whale has been swimming alone and

singing only to his shadow since forever, until one day
a mysterious voice responds. He sets off on a journey

to find the source of this voice, and in doing so
unwittingly brings together three unlikely kindred

spirits, each lonely in their own way: Keaton,
pretentious PhD candidate who is not pretentious

enough for Academic Arte, Riley, marine biology eco-
warrior/delinquent who skips period 3 English to track

whales at the docks, and the lonely Whale himself,
who wakes up every day, asking, “Can anyone hear

me?” Keaton and The Whale is a story about
loneliness and the beauty of being vulnerable and
brave enough to connect to the world around you.

Molly Reisman, Emily Chiu – 
"Keaton and The Whale"
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